
High energy superstition

Description

My online searches into the mathematical techniques of Hidden Markov Models (HMM) led me to this
diagram, known as a numogram. I have redrawn it here from the numerous instances on websites and
books connected with the short-lived CCRU (Cybernetic Culture Research Uni) at the University of
Warwick, and its legacies.

At face, itâ??s a state transition graph with nodes and directed arcs. The numbers are on the nodes
rather than the arcs, and they are not probabilities. That said, the connection with Markov chains has
been noted by some. See a blog post by an author who goes by the name of Xenogoth.
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Itâ??s not surprising that people interested in the CCRU cite the theories and techniques of the
mathematician Andrey Markov. The CCRU draws on philosophy, mathematics, science and
engineering from all quarters, appropriating anything that might contribute to imaginative myth making
â?? hence their neologism, hyperstition, an amalgam of hyper (excessively energetic) and superstition. 
This diagram is described on a CCRU web page:

â??The Numogram, or Decimal Labyrinth, is composed of ten zones (numbered 0-9) and their
interconnections. These zones are grouped into five pairs (syzygies) by nine-sum twinning
[zygonovism]. The arithmetical difference of each syzygy defines a current (or connection to a
tractor zone). Currents constitute the primary flows of the numogram.â?•

That doesnâ??t exhaust the explanation of course, which ventures into Kabbalistic numerology and the
occult. The assessment of the movement by cultural critic Mackenzie Wark is apt: â??The genius-poet
now appears as another romantic persona, the madman, subtype, the schizophrenic.â?• I think that
follows one of Giles Deleuzeâ??s statements about the role of the intellectual, to identify with the
condition of Schizophrenia.

The movement reminds me of something I concluded about the design methods movement, a tendency
towards the techno-romantic, as suggested by this diagram by E. Matchett reproduced in the book on
design methods by J. Christopher Jones. See post: Circles and how to get out of them.
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See the bibliography for some controversies surrounding the writings of Nick Land the CCRU founder,
including its apparent connection with the intellectual arm of the US alt-right. Also see posts: Whatâ??s
wrong with accelerationism, The twist of the pen and Four-fold reality.

Bibliography

Anon. Digital Hyperstition: Pandemonium. Cybernetic culture research unit. Available online:
http://www.ccru.net/digithype/pandemonium.htm (accessed 31 October 2020).
Deleuze, Gilles and FÃ©lix Guattari. 1988. A Thousand Plateaus: Capitalism and Schizophrenia,
trans, Brian Massumi, London: Athlone Press.
Jones, John Chris. 1970. Design Methods: Seeds of Human Futures. London: Wiley
Klein, Jessica. 2020. Hereâ??s the Dark Enlightenment explainer you never wanted. Breakermag,
1 March. Available online: https://breakermag.com/heres-the-dark-enlightenment-explainer-you-
never-wanted/ (accessed 31 October 2020).
Land, Nick. 2013. The Dark Enlightenment. The Dark Enlightenment. Available online:
http://www.thedarkenlightenment.com/the-dark-enlightenment-by-nick-land/ (accessed 31 October
2020).

COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 3
Footer Tagline

https://i0.wp.com/richardcoyne.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/img_1985.jpg?ssl=1
http://richardcoyne.com/2017/05/14/whats-wrong-with-accelerationism/
http://richardcoyne.com/2017/05/14/whats-wrong-with-accelerationism/
http://richardcoyne.com/2019/06/22/the-twist-of-the-pen/
http://richardcoyne.com/2018/02/17/four-fold-reality/
https://i0.wp.com/richardcoyne.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/screenshot-2020-10-31-at-15.53.06.png?ssl=1
http://www.ccru.net/digithype/pandemonium.htm
https://breakermag.com/heres-the-dark-enlightenment-explainer-you-never-wanted/
https://breakermag.com/heres-the-dark-enlightenment-explainer-you-never-wanted/
http://www.thedarkenlightenment.com/the-dark-enlightenment-by-nick-land/


Ralston, Shane J. 2020. Whoâ??s Afraid of the Alt-Right? Nick Land, Donald Trump and the Dark
Enlightenment. Medium, 28 April. Available online: https://medium.com/the-controversial-
idea/whos-afraid-of-the-alt-right-542cd054d980 (accessed 31 October 2020).
Srnicek, Nick, and Alex Williams. 2017. Accelerationism and Hyperstition. Cyclops Journal.
Available online: https://www.simonosullivan.net/articles/Accelerationism_Hyperstition_and_Myth-
Science.pdf (accessed 31 October 2020).
Wark, McKenzie. 2017. On Nick Land. Verso, 20 June. Available online:
https://www.versobooks.com/blogs/3284-on-nick-land (accessed 31 October 2020).
Xenogoth. 2018. Experiments in the Summoning of an AxSys Demon. Vast Abrupt, 2 March.
Available online: https://vastabrupt.com/2018/03/02/experiments-in-the-summoning-of-an-axsys-
demon-part-0/ (accessed 31 October 2020).

Note

See comment below.

Category

1. Techno-utopias

Tags

1. Markov
2. speculative realism

Date Created
October 31, 2020
Author
rcoyne99

COMPANY NAME
Address | Phone | Link | Email

default watermark

Page 4
Footer Tagline

https://medium.com/the-controversial-idea/whos-afraid-of-the-alt-right-542cd054d980
https://medium.com/the-controversial-idea/whos-afraid-of-the-alt-right-542cd054d980
https://www.simonosullivan.net/articles/Accelerationism_Hyperstition_and_Myth-Science.pdf
https://www.simonosullivan.net/articles/Accelerationism_Hyperstition_and_Myth-Science.pdf
https://www.versobooks.com/blogs/3284-on-nick-land
https://vastabrupt.com/2018/03/02/experiments-in-the-summoning-of-an-axsys-demon-part-0/
https://vastabrupt.com/2018/03/02/experiments-in-the-summoning-of-an-axsys-demon-part-0/
https://i0.wp.com/richardcoyne.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/screenshot-2020-10-31-at-21.55.55.png?ssl=1

