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The description of my next book is out with the cover design on the MIT Press website. The graphic
designer says that the cover is in code, though I have yet to decipher it.
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Cryptographyâ??s essential role in the functioning of the city, viewed against the backdrop of
modern digital life.

Cryptography is not new to the city; in fact, it is essential to its functioning. For as long as cities have
existed, communications have circulated, often in full sight, but with their messages hidden. In
Cryptographic City, Richard Coyne explains how cryptography runs deep within the structure of the city.
He shows the extent to which cities are built on secrets, their foundations now reinforced by digital
encryption and cryptocurrency platforms. He also uses cryptography as a lens through which to inspect
smart cities and what they deliver. Coyne sets his investigation into the cryptographic city against the
backdrop of the technologies, claims, and challenges of the smart city.

Cryptography provides the means by which communications within and between citizens and devices
are kept secure. Coyne shows how all of the smart city innovationsâ??from smart toasters to public
transportation networksâ??are enabled by secure financial transactions, data flows, media streaming,
and communications made possible by encryption. Without encryption, he says, communications
between people and digital devices would be exposed for anyone to see, hack, and misdirect. He
explains the relevant technicalities of cryptography and describes the practical difference it makes to
frame cities as cryptographic. Interwoven throughout the book are autobiographical anecdotes, insights
from Coyneâ??s teaching practice, and historical reports, making it accessible to the general reader.

Coyne, Richard. Cryptographic City: Decoding the Smart Metropolis. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press,
2023 (spring). 

Note

The featured image at the top of this post is a Midjourney reinterpretation of one of the book figures.
This reinterpretation is not in my book. It puts me in mind of some Barbara Hepworth sculptures
exhibited at Edinburghâ??s Scottish Gallery of Modern Art recently. I prompted Midjourney with the
figure at https://richardcoyne.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/image-25.png and the words â??elliptic
curveâ?•. Hereâ??s a Hepworth sculpture.
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